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November Events

Holiday Cheer is Here!

Bring holiday cheer to your home or an accessAbilities consumer this season by purchasing beautiful poinsettias from the 25th annual accessAbilities Foundation poinsettia sale!  Choose from a variety of sizes in vibrant red, pink, white, and tri-color to complete your holiday décor or gift giving needs.  Order forms are available at www.accessAbilities.org and are due to Melissa Evans by Monday, November 22, 2010.  The poinsettia delivery date is Friday, December 3, 2010 at both the Corporate and Indiana offices.  Please place your order on the appropriate form for the location that you would like to pick up your plants.  Proceeds will benefit accessAbilities’ programs and services for infants and toddlers with developmental delays.
Prescription Drug Drop Off

The Armstrong-Indiana Drug and Alcohol Commission, in cooperation with the Indiana County District Attorney’s Office, Senator Don White and Representative Dave Reed, are hosting a Prescription Drug Drop Off Site during the 2010 Senior Expo on November 23, 2010 at the S&T Bank Arena from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Dispose of expired or unused prescription drugs properly and help us keep prescription drugs from falling into the wrong hands for abuse or contaminating the water supply.  Look for the “Armstrong-Indiana Drug and Alcohol Commission” table at the Senior Expo to drop off your expired and unused prescription drugs.

Save the Date – Consumer Advocacy and Training
Please note date and location changes!
A Consumer Advocacy and Training Initiative meeting will take place on Tuesday, November 23, 2010 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the Consumer Outreach Center, located in Rossiter.  The training session for November 24, 2010 is being cancelled and rescheduled for December 8, 2010 from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Towne Hall in Elderton. The topics to be discussed are “How to be an Informed Board Member”, “How to Operate a Consumer Operated Organization, and “How to Advocate for Yourself and Others”.  Please call the MH/MR/EI Program office at 724-548-3451 by November 17, 2010 to register.  Lunch will be included and any questions can be directed to Jim Kuemmerle.
Housing Development and Opportunities Training

Armstrong-Indiana MH/MR Program will be offering a training session reviewing current housing options, and discussing past housing, current housing, and plans for the future. This session will take place on Wednesday, November 24, 2010 from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM at the Armstrong-Indiana MH/MR Program, Armsdale Administration Building, located at 124 Armsdale Road, Kittanning, PA (2nd Floor Conference Room).  Please call 724-548-3451 to register.
Salvation Army Programs


Community Thanksgiving Dinner



The Salvation Army will be serving their Annual Thanksgiving Dinner on Thursday,



November 25, 2010 at no cost.  For more details and to make your reservation, please 


call 724-465-2530.  As always the meal is open to everyone and walk-ins are welcome.
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Career Development Services




Are you looking for a new job? Returning to the job market? Interested in continued training?  Want better computer skills?  Need career direction?  Come Join Us in a FREE 3 Week Workshop!!  Let us help you learn how to:  Rebuild your self-confidence and self-esteem!  Organize and take control of your life!  Become self-supporting!  Explore your career options!  The next FREE Workshop begins Thursday, December 2, 2010 and Registration is Tuesday, November 30, 2010!  Call 724-357-4738 or 1-800-830-3248 to enroll. 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

December Events
Attire to Aspire Raffle Drawing

Purchase a $1 chance to win a lovely basket donated by Bath & Body Works.  A perfect gift for the Holiday Season!  This raffle benefits the PA WORKWEAR’s “Attire to Aspire” Program.  The winner will be drawn on Friday, December 17, 2010.  Tickets can be purchased at the Attire to Aspire Clothing Closet, located within the offices of the Indiana County Department of Human Services, 300 Indian Springs Road, Indiana.  For more information, please call Jennifer Lentz at 724-463-8200, extension 15.
Pennsylvania CareerLink – Free Workshops 
Pennsylvania CareerLink is offering FREE workshops, but REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.  For more information or to register, please call 724-471-7220.
       - Civil Service, Thursday, December 2, 2010 – 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM
       - Microsoft Word 2007, Thursday, December 9, 2010 – 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Parent Support Group

The Arc of Indiana County is offering a Parent Support Group at their NEW location, 120 North 5th Street, Indiana, PA.  This is for parents of children of all ages and all abilities.  Although child care is not provided, children are welcome.  These sessions will be held twice a month to accommodate all families.

9:30 AM – December 2 (1st Thursday of the month)

6:00 PM – December 15 (3rd Wednesday of the month)

For more information, please contact Jen Moody at moody216@verizon.net or call 724-422-4379.
Indiana County Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting
Tom Kiral, Chairman of the Indiana County Chamber of Commerce and its Board of Directors, request the honor of your presence at the 98th Annual Meeting of the Chamber Membership on Friday, December 3, 2010 at 12:00 PM at the Indiana Country Club.  For more details, please see the attached flyer.

American Red Cross Blood Drives
	Day
	Date 
	 December Sites
	Time

	Mon
	Dec 6
	St. Bernard Church

200 Clairvaux Dr.
	Noon-6pm

	Tues
	Dec 7
	IUP, Ohio Room, 319 Pratt  Dr
	11am-5pm

	Fri
	Dec 10
	Plumville Presbyterian Church
DBL Reds
	N-6pm

	Fri
	Dec 10
	Glen Campbell American Legion
83 Glenwood Ave, GC, PA 15742
	N-6pm

	Mon
	Dec 13
	Chapter House
Sponsor:   Women’s Club of IUP
	1-7pm

	Tues
	Dec 14
OPEN
	United H.S.

10780 Rte 56 Hwy, Armagh, PA 15920
	8:30am-2:30pm

	Wed
	Dec 15
OPEN
	IRMC at Chestnut Ridge,
By golf course in Blairsville
	N-6pm

	Fri
	Dec 24
	Chapter House, 610 Kolter Drive, Indiana
OFFICE CLOSED
	8am-2pm

	Mon
	Dec 27
	Chapter House
	1pm-7pm

	Wed
	Dec 29
	Indiana VFW,
Sponsor-WalMart
	N-6pm

	Thurs
	Dec 30
	Cherryhill Twp VFD
1442 N. Harmony Rd, Penn Run 15765
	N-6pm


Human Services Council Meeting

The next meeting of the Human Services Council of Indiana County will be the Holiday Breakfast Meeting to be held on Thursday, December 9, 2010 at 8:30 AM at Beacon Ridge.  All health and human service organizations are invited to attend; reservations are not necessary. Please bring a covered dish.  For more information, contact Sandy Harber, President of the Council, at 724-465-2657.  
Meet the Grantmakers is scheduled for Monday, December 6, 2010 in the 31st floor conference room of the Regional Enterprise Tower, 425 Sixth Avenue, in downtown Pittsburgh.  The theme will be local corporate giving.  Please call the Foundation Center at 412-622-6277 to register to attend.  There is a $10 per person fee. Note that they do not accept registration by email.
The Open  Door Announcements

   Reality Tour

The Indiana County Reality Tour is held the 2nd Wednesday of EVERY month starting at 6:00 PM at the new Indiana County Jail. The next tour will be held Wednesday, December 8, 2010.   Register by visiting our website: www.theopendoor.org; stop by The Open Door (walk-in hours daily from 8AM to 9PM) or call the Reality Tour Registrar at: 724-465-2605 ext. 18.  

The Open Door Family Education Support Group

The Open Door Family Education Support Group is a FREE on-going support group scheduled EVERY THURSDAY FROM 6PM TO 7:30 PM at The Open Door (334 Philadelphia Street, Indiana, PA).  Participants should be 18 or older. Pre-registration is suggested by calling 724-465-2605.

New Employee Orientation

The Indiana County Department of Human Services has put together a training session for new employees of health and human services organizations within the county.  If you are interested in learning more about the online directory of Human Services and how to use it, who to contact for help, and other programs, then this training is for you!  The training will be held Tuesday, December 14, 2010 at the Department of Human Services (300 Indian Springs Road Suite 203 Indiana PA 15701) from 1:30-2:30.  For more information or to register please contact Carissa Burns at 724-463-8200 ext. 21, or via email icsp@comcast.net.  Please register by Wednesday, December 8, 2010.
Overview of Services Session

Wednesday, December 15th, 1:00 to 2:00 PM (at ARIN IU#28, West Pike, Indiana); Kathy Monko will share services that are provided by the ARIN IU#28. Free; The session will be held in the Computer Lab. The Overview of Services sessions are planned to provide new and “seasoned” agency staff with general information on services offered and resources available to staff and clients of our county. RSVP by Friday, December 10th; by 12:00 noon to 724-463-8207, ext. 17, or to icdhsinfo@comcast.net
Indiana Regional Medical Center Classes 

The Indiana Regional Medical Center and Family Programs will be sponsoring the following classes.  Register by calling the Scheduling Center at 724-357-7075. 
*December 27, 28, 2010 – ABC’s of Babysitting This is a 2 day program for students 12 years and up. Class will be conducted at IRMC Outpatient Building, Classroom A&B from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  The cost is $50.


*December 29, 2010 – Home Alone and In Control A three hour program designed to teach
your child (ages 9-13) how to prepare for and manage themselves at home on their own. Cost is $15 per child.  9:00AM-12:00PM at the IRMC Outpatient Bldg., Classroom A & B.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Other News and Announcements
Congratulations Evergreen Boys and Girls Club!

Congratulations to two Evergreen Boys and Girls Club and Purchase Line High School students.  Rosa and Royce Bish competed in a “Family Plus Cook-Off” and were featured on Good Morning Atlanta.  To see more, please visit http://www.myfoxatlanta.com/dpp/good_day_atl/National-Family PLUS-Cook-Off-20101117-gda-sd or visit youtube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63wQ194SOik.

Indiana County Health and Human Services Subcommittee
The Indiana County Health and Human Services Subcommittee has a website!  Please visit for information on upcoming events and to learn more about what we do!  http://indianacountyhhssubcommittee.webs.com/
The Community Engagement Group Grant Update
The 0 to 3 Action Team (a sub-committee of the Community Engagement Group) recently donated 2 parent resource books to all four of the Indiana County Libraries. The books were presented by Carolyn White, 0 to 3 Action Team Chair, at the November Community Engagement Group Meeting. The books titled, The Womanly Art of Breastfeeding and The Official Lamaze guide: Giving Birth with Confidence will be a nice addition to each of the libraries parent resource sections. Accepting the books were:  Carol Kuhns, Director of the Blairsville Public Library, Kate Abner, Burrell Township Library, Jennifer Ponish, Homer City Public Library, and Kate Geiger, Director of the Indiana Free Library. The Action Team hopes to provide other parental resource books to the libraries in the future. 

Just a reminder to Save the Date for the 8th Annual Family Fun Fest, to be held on Saturday, March 19, 2011 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Indiana Mall. The Planning Committee will share more information at a later date. Registration forms will be going out the first week of January 2011.

Comments/questions to kabakercac@yahoo.com or icdhsinfo@comcast.net or (724) 463-8207, ext 18 or ext. 17. Visit Children’s Advisory Commission’s website, www.IndianaCountyCAC.com , for information! You may subscribe to the free CEG E-newsletter or become a fan on Facebook by going to the CAC website and clicking on the links. 

Kmart Smart Assist Savings Program
Kmart and Super Kmart stores in the United States will offer a 20% discount off regularly priced Kmart brand grocery and drugstore merchandise to eligible customers who register for the Program on www.kmart.com.  Kmart customers who are residents of the 50 United States and present state-issued identification and a state-issued unemployment benefits enrollment confirmation, are eligible to participate in the Program.  Eligible participants can register for the program at www.kmart.com/smartassist and customer inquiries should be made to 866-KMART-4U (866-562-7848).
Position Available
A Director of Social Services position is open and available at Beacon Ridge Nursing Home.  Qualified candidate must have at least a Bachelor degree in social work or human services field.  Long term or hospital experience preferred. Please send resumes to the attention of Kelly Pidgeon, Administrator, Beacon Ridge, A Choice Community, Nursing Home, 1515 Wayne Avenue, Indiana, PA  15701.  Resumes will be accepted over the next two weeks.
Keystone Club
Keystone is a service club within Evergreen Boys & Girls Club.  Check out the student designed website to learn more about the club at Purchase Line High School:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63wQ194SOik
Employment  Section
The Center for Family Life has several positions open; please see below for specific jobs and contact information:

Family Preservation Specialist - Work with children and families to assist in preserving family relationships at Center for Family Life. Qualifications include Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work or related field and minimum of one year experience providing supportive services and parent education to families. In home work required. Flexible hours required with the possibility of benefits. Act 33/34 and FBI clearances required prior to hire. Send cover letter, resume and letters of recommendation to Maura Marcus, Center for Family Life 125 N 5th Street. Indiana, Pa. No phone calls please.

Administrative Assistant - Administrative Assistant position available at local agency. Applicant must be proficient in Quickbooks, demonstrate effective time management and organization skills. Send cover letter, resume and letters of recommendation to Maura Marcus, Center for Family Life 125 N 5th Street. Indiana, Pa. No phone calls please. Act 33/34 and FBI clearances required prior to hire.

Executive Director -The Center for Family Life in Indiana County is currently seeking an experienced Executive Director who will be responsible for all phases of program development, administration and evaluation of staff. Responsibilities include: 1. strategic planning and development of programs and services, 2. evaluation and revision of programs, 3. successful demonstration of prior grant writing, fund raising, charitable contributions, block grants, etc., 4. development of budgets. Qualifications  include: Master’s or Doctoral degree in human service administration, social work, adult and community education or related field and a minimum of two years experience in administration of non-profit organizations; skills in grant writing, interagency networking, report writing and presentation, program development, fiscal preparation and other budgetary activities, staff hiring and development, organizational policy and procedure development. Act 33/34 and FBI clearances required prior to hire Competitive salary commensurate with education and experience with the option of benefits. Please submit cover letter and resume along with letters of recommendation to Maura Marcus, Center for Family Life 125 N 5th Street. Indiana, Pa. No phone calls please.

Indiana County Career T.R.A.C.K. Internships
Indiana County Career T.R.A.C.K. is offering an exciting opportunity for young Indiana County residents aged 18 to 21 who are out-of-school.  Career T.R.A.C.K. has openings for 16-week internships that allow young adults to gain valuable work experience at a unique worksite…and earn a paycheck at a rate of $8 per hour.  The program also allows for additional incentives, the opportunity to earn credentials, and one-on-one assistance in building a resume.  Youth who qualify may also be eligible for adult-funded services such as money toward schooling and on-the-job training programs.  

To be eligible, these young adults must possess at least one “barrier to employment.”  Young people with barriers are often considered “disadvantaged youth” due to circumstances beyond their control.  These barriers include  1) physical/mental/learning disability  2) pregnant/parenting youth  3) High School drop-out needing a GED  4) Foster Child/Homeless Teen/Runaway  5) Criminal Record  6) Basic Skills Deficient  7) Special Circumstance that can be verified by a counselor or caseworker.

If know of a young adult who willing to work, great opportunities can follow!  See Jim Garland, Youth Case Manager, at the Indiana County CareerLink, 300 Indian Springs Road, Indiana, PA 15701.  Or you can call Jim directly for further details at 724-471-7239.
New Apartments Available
The Housing Authority of Indiana County currently has apartments for rent in the following communities:  

GlenOaks:  Located in Indiana

Homestead:  Located in Indiana

Garfield Court:  Located in Robinson
Schoolhouse Square:  Located in Saltsburg
 

GlenOaks and Schoolhouse Square are age 55 & over communities, Homestead and Garfield Court are family communities.  Income limits apply.  Call 724-463-4730 for more information, or stop by the office to fill out an application.
VNA Grief Support Group

The VNA Family Hospice and Palliative Care Grief Support Group meets the third Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM at the Robinson Lytle’s Funeral Home.  For more information, please contact Rev. Horace Derr at goodgrief1160@gmail.com
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PA WORKWEAR

“Attire to Aspire” has been very pleased with the community donations received.  The donations have really made a difference in many men and women who need interview attire or work clothing. We are currently in need of plus size women’s clothing for our clients. Donations can be brought in anytime between 8:30 AM and 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday to 300 Indian Springs Road, Suite 203.  For more information, please contact Jennifer Lentz, Coordinator, at 463-8200, extension 15.
 
Indiana County Department of Human Services

& Volunteer Center

Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
Main office numbers:  724-463-8200 or 724-463-8207

Information & Referral (I&R):  724-349-0500

Medical Assistance Transportation Program (MATP):  


724-463-3235 or toll-free at 888-526-6060

INDIVIDUAL EXTENSIONS AND VOICE MAIL
       


 10—Laurie Bowser, Secretary
16— Pat Bonarrigo, MATP
 Scheduler

       


 11—Bonni Dunlap, Director
17— Maureen Pounds, I&R

  


 12—Denise Remy, Asst. Director
18— Kathy Abbey-Baker, CAC

       


 13—Health & Human Services
19— Linda Myers, MATP


     


 15—Attire to Aspire Coordinator
20— Marlo Carney, MATP

    


                                                     25— Cheryll O’Brien, MATP Scheduler 

    SHORTCUT EXTENSIONS
                                         0 — Secretary


6 — Attire to Aspire PA WORKWEAR

                                         3 — Human Services Info
7 — Health & Human Services Disaster
                                         4 — Volunteer Opportunities
       Preparedness & Emergency Planning

                                         5 — MATP


8 — Children’s Advisory Commission

Note:  You may choose the extension wanted as soon as your call is answered
Lost your e-mail with the E News and want to refer to a date 

or the information in it?  Go to www.humanservices-countyofindiana.org and click on Human Services Information.  You'll see a folder titled "E News" and all the past copies are archived there!
_____________________________________________________________________________

For more Events and Announcements, visit our website at

 www.humanservices-countyofindiana.org
* If your agency would like to place an announcement, event, or information,

you may send it to the Indiana County Department of Human Services & Volunteer Center by fax (724) 465-3159 or e-mail to icdhssec@comcast.net.

Laurie Bowser is the staff member at ICDHS & Volunteer Center who compiles the news.


The E-Newsletter will be sent out on Mondays and the deadline for articles will be due the Thursday the week prior.  Human Services reserves the right to accept, reject, and/or edit all material submitted for publication.







